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PREFACE 
Betty and Herman Liver ight are former co- 
directors of the Birkshire Forum, RD1 Box 124, 
Stephentown, NY 12168, where they currently 
reside. They subsequently formed "Their Chance To 
Speak" (same address as above) in order to increase 
public response to the inhumane and unconstitu- 
tional oppression of U.S. political prisoners in 
federal, state, and county institutions. 

During "90 and '91 Betty and Herman toured 
U.S. prisons and interviewed various political 
prisoners. On August 28, 1990 at Leavenworth 
Penitentiary, Kansas, Herman interviewed politi- 
cal prisoners Abdul Aziz {of the Virgin Island - 
5) , Sundiata Acoli (of the Black Panther Party 
(BPP)), Leonard Peltier (of the American Indian 
Movement), Jaan Laaman (of the Ohio - 7), and at 
a later date Russel Haroun Shoats (of the BPP) . 

The interviews were conducted in the 
Leavenworth visiting room. Sundiata arrived at the 
interview site, met Herman for the first time, and 
requested that at some time during the interview 
he be permitted to insert a statement requesting 
support for his upcoming sentence-reduction peti- 
tion. Herman agreed to do so and informed Sundiata 
that his wife Betty had broken her arm on the 
previous day and couldn't attend this interview. 
Sundiata expressed his sincere regrets. Herman 
accepted, turned the tape recorder on, and the 
interview began. 






First Interview 

II: What work are you doing? 

S: [I have] a janitor's job. 

H: Put that message on there that you wanted 
to get on that you'd like to get on there about 
support on the outside. 

S: My lawyer, Jill Soffiyah Elijah, is in 
charge of a project to make an application for a 
sentence reduction for me and I'd like people who 
are interested to contact — The Sundiata Acoli 
Freedom Campaign, P.O. Box 5538, Manhattanville 
Station, Harlem, NY 10027 — to find out how they 
can support the efforts and other ways they can 
contribute to helping to reduce my sentence. 

H: We've talked to her on the telephone and 
she was helpful in helping us straighten things out 
here. 

S: She's been very helpful to a lot of 
people with visiting problems. 



H: She's a very able and committed person. 
Does she get out here? 

S: From time to time but you see it's a long 
distance out here. 

H: How about this? It's either legal or 
social or political or what? Do you get much.... 

S: Well, it's been my experience since I've 
been in the federal system — I've been 10 or 11 
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Leavenworth, Kansas, where he is currently con- 
fined. 

Address: Sundiata Acoli #39794-066, P.O. Box 
1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048. 






years in the federal system and have done at least 
6 years in the state system — they normally, or 
so far, have only put my immediate family members 
on" the visiting list and maybe one or two social 
visitors. I guess [they added the social visitor] 
just to round out the form. Being way out here in 
Kansas with my family being from New York City — 
the East Coast — and with my mother living in 
California, it's very difficult for them to find 
enough free time to be able to visit. So I'm lucky 
if I get a visit once a year, sometimes once every 
two years. 



H: Really 1? That's — If there were more 
support groups, or people in the geographical 
range, do you think that the authorities would 
prevent you from getting more people on the list 
— that you could see from time to time? I don't 
know how much it would mean to you but I guess it 
would. . . . 

S: Support? Yes, especially if it's a good 
degree of support. It always helps the situation 
better than a small amount. 

H: That's depressing to think your visits 
are so few and far between. 

S: As for social visits, I don't have any 
social visits, just family visits. 



H: I'd like you to — there are a whole lot 
of things I'd like to ask you about. Naturally, 
we've read something about your case and your 
situation but I'd like to know in your case what 
first motivated you to commit yourself to the 
movement; to commit yourself to helping to change 
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